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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. x... ! earth, created by and answerable to God alone.    Gregory
had extorted the recognition of that absolute superiority of
the spiritual dominion which he was wont to assert so
sternly ; proclaiming that to the Pope, as God's Vicar, all
mankind are subject, and all rulers responsible : so that
he, the giver of the crown, may also excommunicate and
depose.    Writing to William the Conqueror, he says &:
I' For as for the beauty of this world, that it may be at
| different seasons perceived by fleshly eyes, God hath dis-
j posed the sun and the moon, lights that outshine all
!others; so lest the creature whom His goodness hath
'formed after His own image in this world should abe
\ drawn astray into fatal dangers, He hath provided in the
I apostolic and royal dignities the means of ruling it through
divers offices. ...  If I, therefore, am to answer for thee
on the dreadful day of judgment before the just Judge
who cannot lie, the creator of every creature, bethink thee
whether I must not very diligently provide for thy salva-
tion, and whether, for thine own safety, thou oughtest not
without delay to obey me, that so thou mayest possess the
land of the living/
Gregory was not the inventor nor the first propounder
of these doctrines; they had been long before a part of
mediaeval Christianity, interwoven with its most vital doc*
trines. But he was the first who dared to apply them to the
world as he found it.   His was that rarest and grandest of
j gifts, an intellectual courage and power of imaginative be-
j lief which, when it has convinced itself of aught, accepts it
fully with all its consequences, and shrinks not from acting
at once upon it.   A perilous gift, as the melancholy end
of his own career proved, for men were found less ready
fc Letter of Gregory VII to William I, AJ>. 1080. I quote from Migne,
cxlviii. p. 568.   QafTe, Monumenta Gregoriana, p. 419.]